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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 4-10, 13-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hastings (US 6,129,671) in view of ShamRao (US 2003/0088781) 
or Ackerman (US 2003/0200217) and in view of Wong et al. (US 6,260,021). 

Hastings discloses a method and a system of registering to use a medical 
imaging system (abstract) by inputting a biometric identifier into a biometric 
authorization unit (abstract, col. 1 , lines 40-54, col. 2, lines 19-39) to enabling imaging 
use of the medical imaging system when biometric data input at the biometric 
authorization unit matches stored biometric data (col. 2, lines 34-39), wherein the 
biometric identifier is at least one of a fingerprint, handprint, voice, iris, retina, and facial 
thermogram (column 3, lines 20-40). Hastings does not expressly teach the steps of 
inputting personal information into the system, associating biometric data extracted from 
the biometric identifier with the personal information, storing the biometric data and 
associated personal information after initial registration, and associating preference 
information with the stored biometric data and with the personal identification number. 
However, ShamRao and Ackerman, they both teach the steps of inputting personal 
information into the system, associating biometric data extracted from the biometric 
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identifier with the personal information, storing the biometric data and associated 
personal information after initial registration, and associating preference information with 
the stored biometric data and with the personal identification number (In ShamRao, see 
abstract, figures 2-3, 7, see par. 0009-0013, 0031,0061) (In Ackerman, see abstract, 
figs. 2-4, se par. 0035, 0038,0047, 0050, see claim 1). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the method disclosed by Hastings, with the above discussed 
enhancements because such modifications would have ensured security and privacy of 
user information and also would have ensured efficient operation of the system. 

With respect to claims 7, 9, 10, 13 and 17, Wong et al. discloses a method for 
medical image distribution from one or more existing image storage systems in 
communication with each other in a network to a plurality of users at a client workstation 
using an image server (see abstract, fig. 1), wherein user information regarding use of 
the system by the user is stored (col. 10, lines 28-47), and user authorized data such as 
access information are stored (col. 13, lines 7-23). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the method disclosed by 
Hastings, with the above discussed enhancements because such modifications would 
have provided to expand the domain of access and control of information transmitted 
between the medical image workstations. 

With respect to claim 27, ShamRao discloses the use of a handheld device that 
enables the delivery of applications such as video games, and music (see par. 0005). 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOHN F. RAMIREZ whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8685. The examiner can normally be reached on (Mon-Fri) 7:00 - 3:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian L. Casler can be reached on (571) 272-4956. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Brian L Casler/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3737 

/J. F. RJ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3737 



